
SEVENOAKS RAIL TRAVELLERS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 18 October 2018 at 7.30pm 

Chairman: Tony Clayton 

Attendees: 29 members, supporters and guests of the Association 

 

1. Chairman’s introduction 

 

The Chairman welcomed members, supporters and guests and presented the Committee’s 

Annual Report for 2017-18.  

 

He noted particularly the lack of plans for additional capacity for future housing growth in 

the region. Trains were already at maximum length and there were no free paths for extra 

trains; the only planned new capacity was the Maidstone East Thameslink service.   

 

Continuing, he said that DfT’s proposals for the 2022 timetable represented a worsening of 

services for Sevenoaks. Many direct connections between Sevenoaks and Tunbridge Wells 

would be removed, in order to gain 3 minutes on the journey time between Hastings and 

London. In addition the proposed stops at Orpington rather than Chelsfield would make 

changes for Dunton Green commuters less convenient and reliable. Far from benefiting from 

the investment in London Bridge, Sevenoaks rail users would have worse services than they 

had before the start of the project in 2015. 

 

The Chairman also paid tribute to Brian Houghton who had been a long-standing SRTA 

Committee member and former Vice-Chairman and who was retiring from the Committee. 

 

2. Sir Michael Fallon MP 

 

Sir Michael Fallon addressed the meeting. He noted that the rail industry had given both 

Ministers and local MPs assurances that the disastrous May 2018 timetable would be 

introduced satisfactorily right up to the days before its introduction. He welcomed the 

Williams Review of the railways, and said that he had pressed for it to be both independent 

and comprehensive. He considered that it should address fundamental questions that earlier 

reviews had not tackled, including the fairness of the fare formula to commuters, the reliance 

on a few large international train operators and the structure of franchises, including the areas 

covered and whether it made sense to separate track and train. He also wanted to see stronger 

local accountability for rail services. 

 

3. Rail Company presentations 

 

Southeastern and Network Rail made presentations about current services and planned 

developments. In discussion it was pointed out that Otford to Victoria was now timetabled at 

42 minutes rather than 35 minutes as previously; whereas Victoria to Otford was still 

timetabled at 35 minutes: it was hard to escape the conclusion that the timetable was being 

“padded” to massage the performance figures. 

 



4. Formal business 

 

 

• The Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting were approved. 

• The Annual Report for 2017-18 was approved. 

• The Accounts for 2017 were approved. 

• Tony Clayton was re-elected as Chairman. 

• The following were elected to the Committee: Ms Canet, Cllr Parry, Messrs Dolby-

Gray, Johnson, Ryan, Dodds, Crawley and Stott (Secretary). 

 

 

 

Andrew Stott 

Secretary 

Sevenoaks Rail Travellers Association 


