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Sevenoaks Rail Travellers’ Association (SRTA) represents the interests of all those who use 

Sevenoaks, Dunton Green, Bat & Ball, Otford, Kemsing, Borough Green, Shoreham and 

Eynsford stations.  According to the latest available annual statistics, more than 4.8 million 

train journeys began or ended at our stations.  There are more than 3000 daily commuters 

from the Sevenoaks area to London, and hundreds of school pupils travelling south each day.  

 

During the year we have engaged with Department for Transport, Southeastern, Thameslink, 

Network Rail, Kent County Council, Transport for London, London Travelwatch, Sevenoaks 

District Council and Sevenoaks Town Council. We have regularly briefed Michael Fallon, MP 

for Sevenoaks, and also Tom Tugendhat, MP for Tonbridge and Malling, on Borough Green 

and Maidstone East line issues. 

 

The benefits of our lobbying cannot, of course, be limited to our members who support us 

financially. We are grateful to the members who help defray our limited expenses. (This report 

also goes to other supporters, who have given us their e-mail addresses in order to receive our 

reports. We would be glad if you, too, supported us financially. Our subscriptions remain £5 

for two years and £20 for ‘life’ - we have introduced online payment of subscriptions through 

our website at http://srta.org.uk/wp/srta-membership, but alternatively cheques can be sent to 

the Secretary whose address is at the end of this report.)      

 

Events since the last Annual General Meeting 

 

Trains Group 

 

We are awaiting news about the new Southeastern Franchise, now due to take effect from 1 

April 2019. The award was expected in August 2018, then in October, and we now understand 

that it has been delayed until at least November. Before “radio silence” on the bid negotiations 

was imposed, we engaged with each of the three bidders to make clear our expectations for 

improvements in the new Franchise. We also took the opportunity to point out the need for 

bidders to challenge the Department for Transport on aspects of the proposed 2022 timetable 

that the new Franchise will be contracted to deliver, but which are contrary both to passenger 

service and to the railway company’s own commercial interests, including the proposals to run 

trains fast through Sevenoaks rather than stop to pick up fare-paying passengers and the poor 

provision for school children travelling between Sevenoaks and Tunbridge Wells. 

 

For the longer term, the Kent Route Study has been finalized but without addressing our call 

for a bold strategic plan for increasing capacity after 2024. Instead, Network Rail merely say 

that “Beyond 2024, a strategy for providing additional capacity for Kent services is far more 

challenging. Without the opportunity to lengthen trains, further additional paths will be 

required to allow the predicted additional passengers to travel into London. [But …] form[ing] 

robust paths has not been possible.” There are vague references that “A number of steps need 

to be undertaken over the next funding period to determine the appropriate strategy for Kent” 

but not the sort of coherent strategic investment plan that a Route Study is supposed to provide. 

At the same time as the Department for Transport is failing to provide a strategy for capacity 

increase the Department for Housing and Local Government is setting ever higher house-
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building targets for Sevenoaks District Council and others that will further increase the demand 

for rail commuter travel on a system already operating at or beyond capacity.  

 

We have made a strong submission to Sevenoaks District Council commenting on its Local 

Plan, making clear the rail capacity constraints which must be overcome in order for 

substantial expansion of housing around Sevenoaks to be sustainable. The full statement is 

at https://srta.org.uk/wp/posts/3166 

 

After New Year London Bridge station fully reopened and the May 2018 timetable changes on 

Southeastern largely reinstated the original 2014 timetable. This previously well-proven 

timetable has been re-introduced and service reliability has improved. 

 

The same cannot be said for Thameslink. Although the Thameslink services via Bat & Ball and 

the Darenth Valley line should not have been significantly affected by the wider Thameslink 

changes – indeed terminating peak-hour services at Blackfriars should have given even more 

protection to these services – the result of the wider mismanagement of the timetable change 

by GTR had a major impact on the Darenth Valley line services. Some days over 50% of the 

trains did not run, and even though on some days a rail replacement bus service was run, there 

was no publicity or information about this, no assistance for passengers, and the bus service 

did not stop at some of the stations themselves (for instance, at Bat & Ball the bus stopped in 

Bradbourne Park Road rather than at Bat & Ball station’s own bus stop). It took the railway 

company months to stabilize the service, and the lack of urgency may be related to the 

incomprehensible agreement by the Department for Transport to have no penalties for actual 

poor performance on the rail company in the May to September period. 

 

Although services are now running a bit better, there are still problems with the new timetable 

because of the lack of co-ordination between Thameslink and Southeastern. Poor timing of 

trains has led to significantly increased journey times for those from Shoreham and Eynsford 

changing at Swanley for fast trains to London and for those from Sevenoaks and Bat & Ball 

changing at Otford for Maidstone.  

 

Before the May timetable meltdown Thameslink had already proposed, and the Department for 

Transport had already accepted, that the start of the vital new Thameslink service from 

Maidstone East via Otford and Swanley would be delayed by a year, to December 2019. 

However only vague assurances have been made about achieving this new date and, 

worryingly, the only major service pattern change bidders for the new Southeastern franchise 

were asked to allow for was the indefinite postponement of the Maidstone East service, which 

shows that the Department for Transport are actively considering this possibility. 

 

The Association has been asked by Sevenoaks Town Council to help set up a Community 

Rail Partnership for the Darenth Valley, to promote the service between Sevenoaks and 

Swanley. We have supported STC in looking for partners for the intermediate stations, and 

expect that - if successful - such a partnership will increase our bargaining power with rail 

operators, who have also agreed to get involved. 

 

Stations Group  

 

The Stations Group has continued to press issues of ticket queues, ticket vending machines, 

station maintenance, and station information and announcements with SER.   

 

https://srta.org.uk/wp/posts/3166


 

 

At Bat & Ball the project to bring the station building back into use and to make wider 

improvements in the area is going ahead. Sevenoaks Town Council has secure a £755,600 

Heritage Lottery Fund grant towards the refurbishment of the Bat & Ball station building, 

which has been boarded up since 1992. The restored building will provide heritage information, 

community rooms, public toilets and a café selling Kent produce. The Bat & Ball station 

refurbishment is well under way, with most of the work expected to be completed before 

Christmas. Association members have been involved in the research and activities to promote 

the improved station to the local community 

 

In addition to the refurbished station building Sevenoaks Town Council have reached an 

agreement with the rail authorities to enable a new access to be created on platform 1 through 

the community centre. This will enable parents and carers, and those with mobility needs, to 

use the station without struggling over the footbridge. (Currently the advice of the rail company 

for those with mobility needs wanting to leave a train at Platform 1 is to travel on to Swanley 

and return towards Sevenoaks on a train stopping at Platform 2!) 

 

Buses 

 

We have continued to work with Sevenoaks Town Council and the local bus companies to 

promote local connecting bus services. Although there is now a bus information stand at 

Sevenoaks station there is still no real-time display at the railway station or the bus station 

about bus running.  

 

After the cancellation of the 452 commuter service in May 2017 and the short-lived commuter 

extension of the 402 service there was no commuter bus service for Sevenoaks rail travellers. 

However we are heartened to see that Arriva have now introduced two ‘minibus’ services, 

including the “1” route between Ryewood and Sevenoaks that serves Bessels Green and 

Chipstead in the morning and evening peaks. This is a very welcome development – even 

though the seats are almost as hard as those on the new Thameslink trains! 

 

 

Membership 

 

At the end of June 2018 the Association’s membership was 100 Life Members and 14 current 

2-year Members (2017: 95 and 17). There are over 160 people on our mailing list (after GDPR 

validation!) and we have over 1,200 followers on Twitter. 

 

Membership subscriptions can now be paid online, and this is proving to be a popular choice 

both for renewals and for new members.  The website and the mailing list are now integrated 

so that we have been able to send periodic emails to members highlighting new content on the 

website; we have had good feedback about these. 

 

Website 

 

During the year ending 31 August 2017 we had 21,196 visits to our website with a total of 

32,957 page views (2017: 23,484 visits and 38,231 page views). 

 

Committee 

 



 

 

We are grateful to colleagues - Roger Johnson, Brian Houghton, Richard Parry, Gerry Dolby-

Gray, John Ryan, Henry Dodd, James Crawley and Merilyn Canet - who serve on the 

committee for their continuing time and support which is essential to our work.  We are also 

grateful to help from other members and supporters who contribute information and views, 

including sharing experience and comments on the website. Keith Alderman (Bat & Ball), Paul 

Malyon (Dunton Green), Rob Carter (Eynsford) and Karen Harding (Borough Green) deserve 

special thanks for their contributions throughout the year. 

 

Particular thanks are due to Brian Houghton who has been involved with the SRTA for many 

years, including as Vice-Chairman, and has often been the Association’s “institutional 

memory”. He is retiring from the Committee at the AGM and we wish him well for the future. 

 

We would particularly like to hear from regular commuters who would be prepared to join the 

Committee; the duties are not onerous – and we do make a difference!  We would also be 

interested to hear from people who could contribute in other ways to the work of the 

Association without joining the Committee itself. 

 

Annual Meeting 

 

The Association’s Annual Meeting is on Thursday 18 October at 7.30pm in the hall of Christ 

Church URC on the corner of London Road and Kippington Road.  We do not intend to hand 

out leaflets at Sevenoaks (and other) stations this year before the Annual Meeting. Instead we 

will rely on notices at the stations, emails to members and other contacts, and some coverage 

in the Sevenoaks Chronicle. 

 

 

Tony Clayton (Chairman)     A C Stott (Secretary) 

75, Bayham Road     PO Box 191 

Sevenoaks      Sevenoaks, 

Kent TN13 3XA     Kent, TN13 2AW  

 

       secretary@srta.org.uk 
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