
SEVENOAKS RAIL TRAVELLERS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 19 October 2017 at 7.30pm 

Chairman: Tony Clayton 

Attendees: 30 members, supporters and guests of the Association 

Apologies:  Rt Hon Michael Fallon MP 

 

1. Chairman’s introduction 

 

The Chairman welcomed members, supporters and guests and presented the Committee’s 

Annual Report for 2016-17. 

 

2. Kent Route Study 

 

Paul Best (Network Rail) presented the emerging conclusions from the Kent Route Study, 

which was part of the Network Rail long term planning process. The Study concluded that it 

was very difficult to increase capacity further to meet the needs beyond 2024 and Network 

Rail would require additional funding to find and develop options for additional capacity 

beyond then. 

 

3. Bat & Ball 

 

Councillor Hogarth (Sevenoaks Town Council) presented plans for the improvement of Bat 

& Ball station and the surrounding area. The area was a dense residential area but an 

“unloved” part of the town with problems of litter and anti-social behaviour. The station itself 

was deteriorating with rain water from the platform entering the building and its use for 

commercial purposes was discouraged by the level of investment required to bring it back 

into use.  

 

The Town Council were therefore developing a proposal for funding from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to bring the Grade 2 listed building into community use and to open up access 

to the London-bound platform from the Community Centre car park. In addition to the direct 

benefits this scheme would create the equivalent of 25 full time jobs, create momentum for 

the regeneration of the area and address anti-social behaviour. 

 

4. Thameslink Services 

 

Phil Hutchinson (Thameslink) presented the latest stages of the work on the new Thameslink 

timetable. Over 10,000 responses had been received to the second consultation on the 

timetable (detailed timetabling for weekdays) and a third round of consultation, on evening 

and weekend timetables, would be conducted later in autumn 2017.  

 

5. Southeastern Services 

 

Chris Vinson (Southeastern) said that: 

 

• A deep clean of all trains and all stations had been completed. 



• £9m was being spent on new Passenger Information Screens 

• The repairs to the Sevenoaks Tunnel would improve journey times by 1½ minutes 

but, importantly, would also improve service reliability. 

• DfT had given a further £3m to improve the Key smartcard system, including adding 

day singe and return tickets to the card and enabling ticket offices to issue Key cards 

and to deal with issues (rather than requiring customers to call the contact centre). 

• Wifi equipment was being installed and the whole fleet would have wifi enabled by 

the middle of 2018. 

 

6. Campaign for Better Transport 

 

Lianna Elkin outlined the work of the Campaign for Better Transport on fares and on part 

time season tickets. 

 

7. Formal Business 

 

• The Minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting were approved. 

• The Annual Report for 2016-17 was approved. 

• The Accounts for 2016 were approved. 

• Tony Clayton was re-elected as Chairman. 

• The following were elected to the Committee: Ms Canet, Cllr Parry, Messrs Dolby-

Gray, Houghton, Johnson, Ryan, Dodds, Crawley and Stott (Secretary). 

 

 

 

Andrew Stott 

Secretary 

Sevenoaks Rail Travellers Association 


